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on from month to month and year to year, at one season almost as much as at another, and apparently but little influenced by the epidemics and vicissitudes by which most of the other prevalent forms of disease are characterized, we can well understand why so many zealous inquirers have entered the field against this formidable enemy, with the view of discovering its nature, disarming it of its power, and reducing the number of its victims. And yet what can we really be said to know of the true pathology of this disease at the present time, after all the efforts which have been directed towards its elucidation. We certainly know that it occurs at all ages, but chiefly in the young ; that it attacks the strong and robust scarcely less often than the weakly and debilitated; that it manifests itself by great febrile excitement attended with severe inflammation of a peculiar kind in the parts about the joints, and very often with serious cardiac disease ; and that these phenomena are accompanied by profuse acid secretion from the skin, by the separation of large quantities of uric acid through the kidneys, and by a highly fibrinous condition of the blood. But as to the essential cause of these and other manifestations of the disease, we really know nothing with certainty, and the only approximation to truth we can be said to 
